
 

Sacred Heart Parish 

 

Mildura / Irymple 
259-263 Eleventh St, Mildura. 
Ph 5021 2872  fax  5023 0337 
P.O. Box 10037 Mildura 3502 

parish@sacredheartmildura.org.au 
www.milduracatholicchurch.org.au 

St Francis Xavier’s Church 
Elms Street, Irymple 

HAPPY FATHERS DAY 
 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B 

September 6th, 2009.  

 

Our Parish Vision 
“Our Parish is a Eucharistic Community 

united by our faith in Jesus Christ. 
We work together in the power of the 
Holy Spirit to spread the good news of 

God’s Kingdom.” 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Sat: 11.00am or by appointment 

Our Parish Blessing 
May the Lord, Mighty God, 
Bless and keep you forever. 

Grant you peace, perfect peace, 
Courage in every endeavour. 

Lift up your eyes and see God’s face, 
 And God’s grace forever 

May the Lord, Mighty God, 
Bless and keep you forever 

Parish Pastoral Team 
Fr. Tom Brophy, 

Fr. Matthew Thomas, 
Gladys Abriani, Lys Crowe, Ross Rundell, 

Fr. Frank Monaghan P.E. 

Weekend Mass Times 
Sat: 6.00pm. 

Sun: 9.00am, 5.00pm. 
Irymple: 8.30 am. 

Weekday Masses 
If there is a Funeral Mass, the advertised 
Mass will be cancelled. 
Tues: 7.00 p.m. 
Wed:   9.10 a.m. 
Thurs:    9.30 a.m. 
Fri:  5.40 p.m. 
Sat:  10.00 a.m. Hillman Room 

  

TTHHIISS  WWEEEEKK’’SS  RREEAADDIINNGGSS  

First Reading Is 35:4-7  God comes with vindication. 
Psalm Ps 145:7-10. R. v.1  Praise the Lord, my soul! 
Second Reading Jas 2:1-5  Do not judge by 
appearance. 
Gospel Mk 7:31-37  Jesus heals the deaf man. 

NNEEXXTT  WWEEEEKK’’SS  RREEAADDIINNGGSS::  

First Reading   Is 50:5-9  The Lord stands with his prophet during 
opposition. 
Psalm    Ps 114:1-6. 8-9. R. v.9  I will walk before the Lord, in the 
land of the living. 
Second Reading    Jas 2:14-18  Faith without action is useless. 
Gospel    Mk 8:27-35   A follower of Christ must take up the 
cross. 

PPLLEEAASSEE  RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  IINN  YYOOUURR  PPRRAAYYEERRSSΧΧ  

RREECCEENNTT  DDEEAATTHHSS::  Domenico Crisera 

AANNNNIIVVEERRSSAARRIIEESS::    Henry Gregory, Justin Driscoll ,  Alma 
Casey, Michael Gorman, Nell McKinnon, Elsie Saunders,  
Fr. Jack Russell, Alphonse Johnston 

SSaatt  66..0000  pp..mm..  MMaarriioo  LLoonnccaarr  

SSuunn  88..3300  aa..mm..  IIrryymmppllee  TThhee  SSuuffffeerriinngg  SSoouullss  

SSuunn  99..0000  aa..mm..  JJoohhnn  HHrraasseenneecc,,  AAnnjjuunn  HHaabbjjaann  

SSuunn  55..0000  pp..mm..  EEddwwaarrdd  WWoollcczzeekk,,  RRaayymmoonndd  RRoobbeerrttss,,  RRoossaa  MMaarriiee  

                        MMaannddiiccaa,,  PPrraayyeerrssΩΩ  GGiiuusseeppppee  &&  JJooee  MMaannddiiccaa..  
  

Note to Families requesting Special Masses:  

Please let celebrant know you are present before Mass. 

WWEE  PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  TTHHEE  SSIICCKK::    Kathleen Pahl-Naracoorte (sr of 

Eleanor McLean), Marlene Van Nieuwkerk (sr of Lyn Welsh),     
Sr Joyce White (Ouyen), Joshua Herrick, Ben Swift , Peter 
Webley and Don Gray and Monica Crimmins.  

If you want a sick person prayed for, please ask for their permission. 
Please let us know when to take their name off the list, also. 

WWEEEEKKLLYY  PPRRAAYYEERR  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  
Monday Prayer Group:  2.00-4.00pm. 
Rosary: Monday 6.00pm.  
Prayer of the Church: Tues/Wed/Fri. 8.40am. 
Meditation: Thursday 7.00am.  Church prayer room 
Charismatic Prayer Group: Tues. 7.30pm. 
Scripture Readings: Thurs 10.30am.  20 Beasy Crt 
Devotional Prayer and Exposition: Fri 3.00pm. 
Christian Meditation:  Sat – 11.30am.  Fleming room 
 

 

Wedding 

Congratulations to Robert Dichiera and 
Roschelle Bozzi who were married on 
Saturday. 

Baptisms 

This weekend we welcome Amon Clarke 

and Mason Clifford into God’s family, and 

into our Parish family. 

 

 

A special welcome to all 
fathers this weekend.  

Today, Fatherôs Day, is a good time to 

pause to appreciate a unique person 

that God has put in our lives ï our 

father.  

It is easy to take our fathers for granted. The natural hurts 

that arise in all families can cause us to forget the wealth of 

goodness and commitment that is also there. 

Today is an opportunity to recall and affirm the particular 

gifts that fathers bring to families. This includes our own 

personal fathers, grandfathers, single parent fathers, and 

children or brothers who are fathers.  

(Share some positive memories of your own father and include 

some ways in which you have shown, or intend to show, your 

appreciation of your father.)There is no one órightô way of 

showing appreciation of oneôs father. The important thing is 

to do it. When expressing thanks to your dad it is a good idea 

to connect it with something specific ï a specific quality or a 

specific incident in the past that typified your fatherôs care or 

commitment.  

People can give presents if they wish but the most important 

gift is the gift of appreciation. Every father knows that he is 

human and didnôt always do it perfectly. He needs to hear 

from his children that he ómust have done something rightô ï 

maybe magnificently.  

Also, it doesnôt have to stop with Fatherôs Day. You can 

continue to thank and affirm your father for his fatherhood ï 

on his birthday, his feast day, or at times of special events in 

your or his life. From the National Council of Priests 
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Fatherôs Day Prayer. 

God, bless all the fa thers in the world.  

Guide them to be good role models and loving 

to all their children.  

Help them to be a father like you are.  

Give them grace and patience to handle 

situations in a loving way.  

Amen .  

Father Facts and Reflection 

òMy Dad would talk to us around the dinner table, 
sharing his life experience, his understanding of people, 
his views and wisdom. Dad was never in a hurry to 
conclude the meal.ó 

Sociological research confirms that the self-esteem of 
children is greater when their fathers are involved in 
their formation.  

òThe first thing I would say about Dad is that he loved 
Mum. He just adored her. This has taught me that, first 
and foremost, a father is a lover.ó 

The most important thing a father can do for his children 
is to love their mother. Where husband and wife are 
estranged, the most important thing a father can do for 
his children is to forgive their mother, and to seek her 
forgiveness. 

òMy parents have divorced, but it has not compromised 
my Dadõs love for me. I think Dad realises he made 
mistakes and is able to understand my own mistakes. Our 
relationship has grown stronger. Now we can talk about 
anything.ó 

The wellbeing of young people correlates with their 
freedom to confide in their fathers. 

In families affected by divorce, non-resident fathers 
continue to be vitally important for the general 
development of their children. 

òWhen I was growing up, Dad would pray the family 
rosary and grace before meals each day with us. Sunday 
Mass, confession, prayer and the sacraments were built 
into our lifestyle, largely through Dadõs commitment to 
God and Church.ó 

Fathers have a particular influence on the formation of 
their childõs image of God, not only in childhood, but 
throughout life. 

òWhen Dad had a heart attack at age sixty, everybody 
said things like òHe works too hardó or òStress brought it 
on.ó It occurred to me that I had never thanked Dad for 
working so hard for me. When I was growing up, his 
work and all the security and education it provided for 
the whole family was just something I took for granted.ó 

Ballarat Clergy Support Fund 

The Ballarat Clergy Support Fund Annual 

Appeal  will be held as usual  this weekend, 5th and 

6th  September. The BCSF Committee is very 

grateful for the support given each year to the 

promotion of this appeal. The appeal has raised 

over 1.3 million dollars since it began in 1991, 

including nearly $85,000 last year.   This shows a 

tremendous generosity by the people of the 

Diocese, for which the priests are very grateful.  

 

A credit card facility is available for your convenience, and 
contributions over $2.00 are tax-deductible. 
Caring for those who cared for us ς ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
responsibility. 

Envelopes are available for your donation.  Please place 
envelopes on either collection. 

Mildura has contributed to the Retired Clergy Fund the 

following amounts  

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

$1910.25 $2468.00 $1435.00 $3610.00 $2913.13 $5301.30 $2928.75  

Focus On  

YEAR OF THE PRIEST  
 

This Friday night, Jim McKay  will be ordained into the 

priesthood.   Please read Jim's reflections  about his 

path to this calling.  

 
Hello and greetings to all readers of E-News. Perhaps I 

am a bit of a 'mystery man' to many in the Ballarat 

Diocese. This being so, let me tell you a little about 

myself, so as to reveal something of " who I am."  

I am the youngest of 11 children (6 sisters & 4 brothers); 

born and bred in Colac I was educated at St. Mary's 

primary, and then Trinity College secondary school. I 

completed my HSC in 1986 receiving awards in Politics 

and Religious Education. The 'only' thing which really 

attracted leading up to, and beyond this period of my 

life was my interest in things religious. The possibility of 

being a priest was really the only thing that ever really 

attracted me. Yet I told no-one, and held this particular 

ambition close to my own heart.  

So began many years of procrastination: ' I'll get around 

to this whole vocation thing next month, next year and 

so on...' In between, I thought I may as well try to enjoy 

myself as best I can. Footy and Cricket were my 

principal interests during my years of procrastination, 

coupled with my job as a spare parts interpreter for the 

local Holden Dealership; a position I occupied for some 

13 and a half years. I mention ' job' because it was 

certainly never something I felt called to do. I worked 

hard, but my heart was never in it. It certainly was not 

the vocation I felt called to.  

In 1993, with a friend, we went on a European vacation 

visiting some 13 countries. The 'travel bug' is still with 

me as since '93 I have been to many other countries, 

namely Bosnia Herzogovnia, New Zealand, Spain, and 

more recently - as part of my seminary formation - 

Guatemala, Mexico, El Salvador and the Philippines.  

In 2001, I finally conjured up the courage to do 

something about this ' vocation thing.' I felt like I had 

been running away from it for long enough, or to put it 

analogously, I was on a treadmill running away from it, 

but God's finger was on the switch which drew me back 

to him quicker than my ability to run. My vocational 

journey is, then, best described as "not a late vocation, 

but a vocation taken up late!"  

 

 

 



Now in to my seventh year at the seminary, the light at 

the end of the tunnel is very bright now, and I look 

forward to the prospect of becoming a ' fully-fledged' 

servant of God. I say servant, because that is what I 

believe the priesthood is all about: bringing the lost 

sheep back to the fold, inspiring those who have never 

left it, and educating the young lambs (those in the 

school system) who wish to know more about what is 

involved in being a member of Christ's flock. These are 

great ï enormous even - challenges which confront me 

(and all of us). Yet, I can take great solace in the 

support, friendship and prayers of the parishioners (and 

the old grey wise-man...I use this word generously as he 

does follow Carlton... we know as Adrian) of SAP, who 

have been absolutely wonderful in my short stay here so 

far.  

Undoubtedly though, the greatest assistance I have 

received over all my years of discernment, is the 

multitude of graces given from God, through Jesus, the 

Holy Spirit and the great mediating power of Mary, our 

Blessed Mother. Their constant presence walking with 

me throughout my life has been of the greatest 

consolation and encouragement. It, too, has given me 

the courage to persevere. I can honestly say now, that 

this is the true vocation that I have always been called to 

fulfill.  

My simple message is: "Never underestimate the power 

of prayer."  

- Jim McKay. (Diocesan E-News 02/ 09/ 09). 

The Kingdom ï Place of New 
Possibility   
ôThis is the extraordinary character of Christian faith: to 
stand before the empty tomb, the place where death and 
diminishment are expected, to actually enter that place, 
and to precisely there, see and hear an altogether new 
possibility. The kingdom, as Godõs imagination for us, 
realises itself in the transformation of death into life. It 
enters death, and affirms life; it holds fear, and celebrates 
love; it faces despair and proclaims hope.  
   
ôThe future for priests, along with all the baptised, is to 
know what must die to know what might live. The Spirit 
is given to us so that we might never cease to be 
awakened to the paschal possibility that presents itself to 
us in ever different ways, according to our time, our place 
and our circumstances.õ   
- A reflection on the Year of the Priest by Fr David 
Ranson, author of ò The Paschal Paradox:  A meditation 
on the contemporary challenge of priestly lifeó  
 

 FIRST EUCHARIST  
 

Next weekend ï 12 th /13 th   

September -  at all Mildura 
Masses, some more of our Parish 

children will be receiving the 
Eucharist for the first time.   Please continue to 
support and encourage these children a nd 

their families, especially with your prayers.  

 

 

 

 MEETINGS 

Mon - Knights of Southern Cross meeting 7.30 p.m. 

Tues -   Catholic Womens Social Group meeting 2.00p.m.                                                                                                                                   
 - Hillman Room.    
 First Eucharist Practice 7.30p.m.- Church. 

Wed -   First Eucharist Practice 6.45p.m. & 7.30p.m.         
  ς Church. 

Thur -   RCIA Team Meeting 7.30p.m. -  
  

The Passionist Family 
Group is having a Spud Night at 
the home of Lyn & Colin Welsh on 
Saturday 12th September at 4.30p.m.  
Please bring a sweet to share. 

Popeôs Encyclical, óCharity in 
Truthô  

óThe risk for our time is that the de facto interdependence of 
people and nations is not matched by ethical interaction of 
consciences  and minds that would give rise to truly human 
development. The sharing of goods and resources, from which 
authentic development proceeds, is not guaranteed by merely 
technical progress and relationships of utility, but by the potential 
of love that overcomes evil with good, opening up the path 
towards reciprocity of consciences and liberties.ô  
Excerpt from óCaritas in Veritateô (n.9), Pope Benedict XVI. 

Wanted Returned  

To the Parish office.  Books entitled, 

“Life is changed, not ended” our The 

books are Workbooks For Catholic 

Funerals. 

Long hair é 

A young boy had just got his driver's license and asked his 
dad if they could discuss his use of the car. 
 
His father said he'd make a deal with his son. "If you bring 
your grades up from C to B, study your Bible and get your 
hair cut ........then we'll talk about you borrowing the car."  

The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd 
settle for the offer and they agreed on it.  

After about six weeks his father said, "Son, I'm really 
proud of you. You've brought your grades up and I've 
been watching you studying your Bible. 

However, I'm a bit disappointed that you haven't had your 
hair cut." 

The lad paused a moment then said, "You know, Dad, I've 
been thinking about that, and I've noticed in my studies of 
the Bible that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had 
long hair, Moses had long hair and there's a strong 
argument that Jesus had long hair too." 
 
To which his father replied, "Did you also notice they all 
walked everywhere they went?" 



Reflection on the gospel - 23rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time  Year B 

Gospel Reading - Mark 7:31 -37 
Those who are profoundly deaf frequently find 

themselves on the edge of the human and earth 

communities. Without access to birdsong, to spoken 

discourse, to the vast range of media communication, 

they often struggle to understand and to be 

understood. Their capacity to communicate their 

deepest wisdom, their hopes and dreams, their 

anxieties and fears, is limited not only by personal 

disability but also by the incomprehension of others. 

In our contemporary technological world, 

sophisticated hearing devices and cochlear implants 

transform the lives of many who previously suffered 

from serious hearing loss and its social consequences. 

Whatever degree of deafness is experienced, relief 

from such an affliction offers far more than physical 

healing. It brings insertion into the life of family and 

community and workplace. It opens up new horizons 

and unimagined possibilities. In first century 

Palestine, the chances of relief from hearing 

deficiency and associated speech impairment were 

minimal. Desperate people put their faith in folk 

healers who used their healing hands and drew upon 

their knowledge of the medicinal properties in certain 

herbs and other plants. It seems clear that Jesus was 

known as an effective healer and that he used some of 

the same methods as other healers of his time. 

 

Many of his contemporaries in that part of the world 

would have turned to Asclepius, the Greek god of 

healing, or his daughter Hygeia. Jesus turns, not to 

Asclepius or Hygeia, but to the God of Israel 

(ólooking up to heavenéô) as the source of healing 

power. 

There is layer upon layer of meaning in todayôs 

healing story. Place features significantly. Jesus 

travels from Tyre on the northern Mediterranean coast 

to the Sea of Galilee via the non-Jewish territory on 

the eastern side of the lake. It was a regular route, but 

definitely not the most direct one. The gospel writer 

seems to be stressing the all-embracing nature of 

Jesusô healing ministry. As the gospel story has 

unfolded, we have found that the same healing power 

of God is available to Jews and Gentiles, to male and 

female, young and old alike. It is available to those 

with bodily afflictions and those who are paralysed by 

anxiety and fear. There is irony in the telling of the 

story: a Gentile deaf man can be brought from no 

hearing to hearing, from óspeaking with difficultyô to 

clarity of speech, but Jesusô own disciples will shortly 

fail to hear and understand (óDo you have ears and not 

hear?ô-Mark 8:18). We open our ears to hear in the 

hope of understanding. 

-Veronica Lawson RSM 

 

MMIINNIISSTTEERRSS  RROOSSTTEERRSS  TTHHIISS  WWEEEEKKEENNDD::  

READERS  
6.00 pm   9.00 am.           5.00 pm 
Sr. Patricia K. Schultz  B. Dolence 

SPECIAL MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST 
(Only three people required for the time being) 
6.00 pm   9.00 am.          5.00 pm                            
M. Capogreco F. Caldarelli J. Macri 
L. Gooch  R. Op’t Hoog A. Dimasi 
K. Burns  R. Op’t Hoog M. Conte 
A. Greville L. Welsh  C. Maugeri 
M. Sheahan N. Lewis  C. Carmichael 
M. Meredith P. Opie 
J. Hall  S. Opie 

COUNTING TEAM 
Team 10  Brian Grogan 5021 2099 

FOR THE DURATION OF THE SWINE FLU CRISIS, Following advice 
given to the Bishops, WE WILL NOT DRINK FROM THE CHALICE AT 
OUR MASSES. 

NNEEXXTT  WWEEEEKKEENNDD  MMIINNIISSTTEERRSS  RROOSSTTEERRSS::  

SPECIAL MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST 
6.00 pm  9.00 am  5.00 pm 
 P. Kelleher R. Byra  E. Mazza 
M. Mc Donald F. Chiavone M. Towns 
K. Quinlan T. Chiavone K. Towns 
B. Weightman G. Scopacasa G. Raiti 
M. Henderson M. Scopacasa C. Mc Ervale 
M. Roper  B. Dolence  
S. Tisler  F. Flinn   

READERS  
M. Wellington C. & P. Mc Ervale M. Tobin 

COUNTING TEAM  
Team 1 Gerry Lavery 50211918 

MUSIC 
M. Hammond M. Guthrie G. & F. Lane                      
J. Macri   

LLAASSTT  WWEEEEKK’’SS  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONNSS::  

Priest’s Support – (1
st

 Collection)   $1,493.00 
Envelopes (2

nd
 Collection)            $2,439.30 

Loose Plate          $   522.05 

 

ADVERTISING IN THE BULLETIN . 

Parishioners are to be asked if they would be 

happy to sponsor the bulletin by paying $25 

advertising their business on the weekly 

Bulletin (average 500 copies, one advertisement per week).  

The advertisement would be Business card size. Please 

contact the parish office if interested 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members:  

Fr. Tom Brophy 50212872, Terry Murphy 50233056,  

Sr. Rosemary Graham 50231841, Fr. Matt Thomas 50212872, 

Mary Gobbo 50234621, Jean Rocca 50237561, Brian Grogan 

50212099, Cornelia Conway-Weel 50234567, Peter O’Donnell 

0429104225, Lys Crowe 50212872/50234567, Rini Op’t Hoog 

50230941, Therese Thanh-Khuong Post 0437 100547. 

 


