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Our Parish Vision 
“Our Parish is a Eucharistic Community 

united by our faith in Jesus Christ. 
We work together in the power of the 
Holy Spirit to spread the good news of 

God’s Kingdom.” 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Sat: 11.00am or by appointment 

Our Parish Blessing 
May the Lord, Mighty God, 
Bless and keep you forever. 

Grant you peace, perfect peace, 
Courage in every endeavour. 

Lift up your eyes and see God’s face, 
 And God’s grace forever 

May the Lord, Mighty God, 
Bless and keep you forever 

Parish Pastoral Team 
Fr. Tom Brophy, 

Fr. Matthew Thomas, 
Gladys Abriani, Lys Crowe, Ross Rundell, 

Fr. Frank Monaghan P.E. 

Weekend Mass Times 
Sat: 6.00pm. 

Sun: 9.00am, 5.00pm. 
Irymple: 8.30 am. 

Weekday Masses 
If there is a Funeral Mass, the advertised 
Mass will be cancelled. 
Tues: 7.00 p.m. 
Wed:   9.10 a.m. 
Thurs:    9.30 a.m. 
Fri:  5.40 p.m. 
Sat:  10.00 a.m. Hillman Room 

  

TTHHIISS  WWEEEEKK’’SS  RREEAADDIINNGGSS  

First Reading   Is 50:5-9  The Lord stands with his 
prophet during opposition. 
Psalm    Ps 114:1-6. 8-9. R. v.9  I will walk before 
the Lord, in the land of the living. 

Second Reading    Jas 2:14-18  Faith without action is useless. 
Gospel    Mk 8:27-35   A follower of Christ must take up the 
cross. 

NNEEXXTT  WWEEEEKK’’SS  RREEAADDIINNGGSS::  

First Reading    Wis 2:12, 17-20  The wicked put God to the test. 
Psalm    Ps 53:3-6. 8. R. v.6  The Lord upholds my life. 
Second Reading    Jas 3:16-4:3  Wisdom versus jealousy and 
strife. 
Gospel    Mk 9:30-37  Jesus teaches that to rank first, disciples 
must serve all. 

PPLLEEAASSEE  RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  IINN  YYOOUURR  PPRRAAYYEERRSSΧΧ  

RREECCEENNTT  DDEEAATTHHSS::  Rona Roden (Dawn Burrow’s Mthr), 

Vergina Varacalli, Fr. Tom White P. E. (Beaumaris)                 
and Jim Mc Kinnon (Terang).  

AANNNNIIVVEERRSSAARRIIEESS::    JJoohhnn  EEnngglleeffiieelldd,,  Frs. Edward O’Bryan & 

Con O’Sullivan, Ella Franklin, Kevin Altman, Annie Schramm, 
Glen Ryan. 

TTuueess  77..0000pp..mm..  LLuuiiggii  RReessttaa,,  LLuuiiggii  DDee  AAnnggeelliiss,,  SStteeffaannoo  BBaattiissttttaa..  

FFrrii          55..4400pp..mm..  SSttrrbbaadd  FFaammiillyy  
  

Note to Families requesting Special Masses:  

Please let celebrant know you are present before Mass. 

WWEE  PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  TTHHEE  SSIICCKK::    Kathleen Pahl-Naracoorte (sr of 

Eleanor McLean), Marlene Van Nieuwkerk (sr of Lyn Welsh),     
Sr Joyce White (Ouyen), Joshua Herrick, Peter Webley and Don 
Gray and Monica Crimmins.  

If you want a sick person prayed for, please ask for their permission. 
Please let us know when to take their name off the list, also. 

WWEEEEKKLLYY  PPRRAAYYEERR  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  
Monday Prayer Group:  2.00-4.00pm. 
Rosary: Monday 6.00pm.  
Prayer of the Church: Tues/Wed/Fri. 8.40am. 
Meditation: Thursday 7.00am.  Church prayer room 
Charismatic Prayer Group: Tues. 7.30pm. 
Scripture Readings: Thurs 10.30am.  20 Beasy Crt 
Devotional Prayer and Exposition: Fri 3.00pm. 
Christian Meditation:  Sat – 11.30am.  Fleming room 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Wedding 

Congratulations to Thomas Marciano 
and Natalie Vartuli who were married 
this weekend. 

 FIRST EUCHARIST 

This weekend is the second (and final) 
weekend of our First Eucharist Masses.  We 

congratulate and pray for the following children who will 
receive the Eucharist for the first time, and take this next 
step in their faith journey. 

At the 6 p.m. Mass on Saturday:  Lachlan Timms, Mitchell 
Christensen, Ruby Power, Daneika Woods-Huxtable, 
Samuel Mazzini, Cooper Stonehouse, Alexander 
Erlandsen, Rhiannon Garner, Oliver Hamilton, Chelsea 
Watts and Rinaldo Pender. 

At the 9 a.m. Mass on Sunday:  Domenico Cirillo, Laura 
Squillace, Will O’Donnell, Taylah Middlemiss, Jordan 
Rahmel, Lachlan Knight, Isabella Tassone, Donny 
Mammone, Bailey Meehan and Samara Schmid. 

At the 5 p.m. Mass on Sunday:  Pasquale Audino, Vincent 
Daniele, Cameron Johnston, Kieran Allen, Chase Costa, 
Olivia Costa, Ally, Cara and Hayley Stanborough, Ellie 
Fumberger, Imogen Kelly and Dakota Simms 

MEETINGS 

Mon 14th   7.30p.m. Knights of the    
   Southern Cross   
   ς Hillman Room. 

Tues 15th    7.30p.m. Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
   - Hillman Room. 

Wed 16th    4.15p.m. Parish Sacramental Team. 
   - Hillman Room.   

Thurs 17th    4.00p.m. Godstart Meeting  
    ς Hillman Room. 

               7.30p.m. R.C.I.A.  Begins   
    ς Hillman Room. 
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RCIA  

Following the recent Inquiry nights, a new RCIA 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) group is 

beginning next Thursday 17th September. 

We have quite a number of people who are wanting to 

explore further the possibility of becoming Catholics, 

which is very exciting for our Parish!   

There are also people who have asked to come along 

who are already Catholic, having received all the 

Sacraments of Initiation, but who would like to learn 

more and renew their faith. 

If you are also one of these people and would like to 

come along to the fortnightly gatherings on Thursdays 

at 7.30 p.m. please phone the Parish Office before 

17th September so that we know you're coming  
 

  CLERGY CHANGES.                                                                                                                                                              

News has c ome from down south tha t there a re 

c lergy on the move.    

Bishop  Peter Connors has appointed  Fr. Ma tthew 

Thomas a s Parish Priest of Camperd own.   

Congra tula tions a re in order and  we wish him well.  

The pa rish has been b lessed  to have had  Fr. Ma tt 

sinc e his a rriva l a t the end  of Ap ril last yea r as he has 

served  us a ll very well and  for tha t we a re indeed  

gra teful. 

 Wha t is amazing is tha t he is to be rep lac ed  by two 

p riests.  Lord  knows wha t tha t is saying  about the 

volume of Fr. Mattôs work or the work that we arenôt 

able to do a t p resent!   No doub t Fr. James Mc Ka y, 

orda ined  last week in Colac , and  Fr. Neville Stanislaus, 

p resently the a ssistant p riest in Camperd own, will help  

us d isc over when they a rrive.  

The c hanges will be effec tive from the first week of 

Dec ember. 

By the wa y Fr. Mic hael Mc Kinnon, a t p resent in Lima , 

Peru, ha s ac c ep ted  the position of Pa rish Priest of 

Sacred Heart Mildura but it wonôt be effective until 

January 2011. 

To make things easier for Fr. Mic hael, the pa rish and  

the d ioc ese, Fr. Tom offered  to rema in as pa rish p riest 

in the interim.  This offer was ac c ep ted .  Please have 

merc y on him and  on the pa rish!   

Fr. Matthew Thomas is on the Move! 

Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish, 

It is with a touch of sadness and a hint of excitement that I 
have accepted the invitation from Bishop Peter to become 
the parish priest of St. Patrickõs Parish in Camperdown.  I 
will be moving and starting in my new role on December 
1st.  I thank all of you for your support and friendship over 
the past 18 months. 

Yours faithfully, 

- Fr. Matt 

Ballarat Clergy Support Fund 

Last year our parish contributed $2928.75 to this 
collection, which raised nearly $85,000 throughout 
the Diocese.  The collection in our parish this year so 
far has raised $878.50 to date.  The Ballarat Clergy 
Support Fund relies on your generosity to enable it 
to continue supporting our sick and retired priests.  
You are still able to contribute by using the special 
envelope provided, or in an envelope marked 
ñBallarat Clergy Support Fundò. 

A credit card facility is available for your convenience, 
and contributions over $2.00 are tax-deductible. 

Please put your envelopes on one of the 
collections. 

Caring for those who cared for us ï The Church 
communityôs responsibility. 

 

Child Protection Sunday ï September 13th  

PROMOTING SAFETY FOR ALL IN OUR 
PARISH. 

The aim is to ensure that all communities and 
organisations within the church are safe and 
enriching environments for people of all ages, 
with special concern for children, young people 
and vulnerable adults. Prayer cards are available 
from the foyers. 

 

RED CLIFFS CATHOLIC PARISH  

NEWS. 
The committee for the feast of óOur Lady of the Rosaryô 

would like to extend an invitation to parishioners to join in 

the celebrations on Sunday 11th October. 

Mass commences at 11am followed by a procession within 

the Church and School grounds. Children who have 

celebrated their First Eucharist are invited to walk with the 

statue of Our Lady.  

Celebrations continue in the afternoon with a Fete 

atmosphere. 

Come along and enjoy the fun! 

 

Tabor Journey for widowed, divorc ed 
and separated people.  
The Church cares about people who are separated, 
divorced, or widowed.  A program from Centacare 
Catholic Family Services in Melbourne is called Tabor 
Journey.  It aims to help with the grief, the emptiness, 
the sadness, the òfeeling stuckó, and the anger. 

The next program will be held in Templestowe on 
October 9th ð 11th and is a liveðin weekend.  For 
further information please phone 5221 7055.  Leaflets 
are available from the Church foyer. 

  



2009 Parliament of the World’s Religions 

Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre Dec. 3 - 9. 

The Parliament of the World’s 
Religions is the world’s largest 
global interreligious event, held 

once every five years in a different city.  

 The Melbourne Parliament will bring together more than 
8,000 people from around Australia and across the world, 
including renowned spiritual, religious and political 
leaders. 

The theme of the 2009 Parliament, Make a World of 
Difference: Hearing each other, Healing the earth reflects 
the urgent need for religious and spiritual communities 
and all people of goodwill to act on their concerns.  The 
Parliament will include more than 500 program activities, 
including dialogues, workshops, religious and spiritual 
observances, symposia, plenaries, performances and 
exhibits.   

Further information is available on our website – 
www.parliamentofreligions.org – or by contacting us directly on 
1300 852 156. 

Our Diocesan Community ς 

News around the Diocese. 

Copies of Our Diocesan Community 

are now available from the Church 

Foyers. 

DO YOU HAVE A COPY? 

Books entitled, òLife is changed, not 
ended.ó  The books are Workbooks for 

Catholic Funerals. 

If you have a copy, please return it to the Parish Office.  

Thank you. 

Eucharist as God’s Physical Embrace                 
- Fr. Ron Rolheiser omi 

άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΤ 
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread 
ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦƭŜǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ (Jn 
6:51). 

Thereôs a story told of a young Jewish boy named 

Mortakai who refused to go to school. When he was six 

years old, his mother  took him to school, but he cr ied 

and protested all the way and, immediately after  she 

left, ran back home.  

She brought him back to school and this scenar io 

played itself out for  several days. He refused to stay in 

school. His parents tr ied to reason with him, arguing 

that he, like all children, must now go to school. 

To no avail.  His parents then tr ied the age-old tr ick of 

applying an appropr iate combination of br ibes and 

threats. This too had no effect. 

Finally, in desperation they went to their  Rabbi and 

explained the situation to him. For  his par t, the Rabbi 

simply said: ñIf the boy wonôt listen to words, bring him 

to me.ò They brought him into the Rabbiôs study. The 

Rabbi said not a word. He simply picked up the boy 

and held him to his heart for  a long time. Then, still 

without a word, he set him down. What words couldnôt 

accomplish, a silent embrace did. Mortakai not only 

began willingly to go to school, he went on to become a 

great scholar and a Rabbi. 

What that parable wonder fully expresses is how the 

Euchar ist works. In it,  God physically embraces us. 

Indeed that is what all sacraments are, Godôs physical 

embrace. Words, as we know, have a relative power . In 

cr itical situations they often fail us. When this happens, 

we have still another  language, the language of r itual. 

The most ancient and pr imal r itual of all is the r itual of 

physical embrace. It can say and do what words cannot. 

Jesus acted on this. For  most of his ministry, he used 

words. Through words, he tried to bring us Godôs 

consolation, challenge, and strength. His words, like all 

words, had a cer tain power . Indeed, his words stir red 

hear ts, healed people, and affected conversions. But at 

a time, powerful though they were, they too became 

inadequate.  

Something more was needed. So on the night before his 

death, having exhausted what he could do with words, 

Jesus went beyond them. He gave us the Euchar ist, his 

physical embrace, his kiss, a r itual within which he 

holds us to his heart. 

To my mind, that is the best understanding there is of 

Euchar ist. Within both my undergraduate and 

graduate theological training, I took long courses on the 

Eucharist. In the end, these didnôt explain the 

Eucharist to me, not because they werenôt good, but 

because the Euchar ist, like a kiss, needs no explanation 

and has no explanation. If anyone were to wr ite a four  

hundred page book entitled, The Metaphysics of a Kiss, 

it would be not deserve a readership. Kisses just work; 

their  inner  dynamics need no metaphysical elaboration. 

The Eucharist is Godôs kiss. Andre Dubos, the Cajun 

novelist, used to say: ñWithout the Eucharist, God 

becomes a monologue.ò Heôs right. A couple of years 

ago, Brenda Peterson, in a remarkable little essay 

entitled, In Praise of Skin, descr ibe how she once was 

inflicted by a skin-rash that no medicine could 

effectively soothe. She tr ied every kind of doctor  and 

medicine. To no avail.  Finally she turned to her  

grandmother , remembering how, as a little gir l,  her 

grandmother  used to massage her skin whenever  she 

had rashes, bruises, or  was otherwise ill.  The ancient 

remedy worked again. Her  grandmother  massaged her  

skin, over  and over  again, and the rash that seemingly 

couldnôt be eradicated disappeared. Skin needs to be 

touched.  

This is what happens in the Euchar ist and that is why 

the Euchar ist, and every other  Chr istian sacrament, 

always has some very tangible physical element to it - a 

laying on of hands, a consuming of bread and wine, an 

immersion into water , an anointing with oil.   

http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/


An embrace needs to be physical, not only something 

imagined. 

G.K. Chesterton once wrote: ñThere comes a time, usually 

late in the afternoon, when the little child tires of playing 

policeman and robbers. Itôs then that he begins to torment 

the cat!ò Mothers, with young children, are only too familiar 

with this late afternoon hour  and its par ticular  dynamic.  

There comes an hour , usually just before supper , when a 

childôs energy is low, when it is tired and whining, and when 

the mother  has exhausted both her  patience and her  

repertoire of warnings: ñLeave that alone! Donôt do that!ò 

The child, tense and miserable, is clinging to her  leg. At that 

point, she knows what to do. She picks up the child. Touch, 

not word, is whatôs needed. In her arms, the child grows calm 

and tension leaves its body. 

Thatôs an image for the Eucharist. We are that tense, over-

wrought child, perennially tormenting the cat. There comes a 

point, even with God, when words arenôt enough. God has to 

pick us up, like a mother  her  child. Physical embrace is 

whatôs needed. Skin needs to be touched. God knows that. 

Itôs why Jesus gave us the Eucharist. 

Reflection on the gospel ɀ  
Gospel Reading - Mark 8:27 -35 
Todayôs gospel reading leads us into a section of Markôs gospel 

that explores challenges which confront all disciples on their 

journey of faith. The first challenge is to clarify the nature of our 

commitment as disciples of Jesus. If we fail to understand who 

Jesus is, then we have little chance of understanding the nature of 

our own call to follow him. Two questions (óWho do people say 

that I am?ô and óWho do you say that I am?ô) are addressed to 

our forbears in faith communities of the latter part of the first 

century and to Christians across the millennia. We are invited to 

hear these questions anew. Do we simply share what óthe peopleô 

say about Jesus?  Are we like Peter who has the right language 

but only partial insight? Or do we have the wisdom to seek a 

deeper understanding of the identity of Jesus?    

In response to Jesusô second question (óWho do you say that I 

am?ô), Peter gets the words right: Jesus is the messiah, the Christ, 

Godôs anointed messenger. It becomes clear, however, that Peter 

has a very different notion from Jesus of what it means to be the 

messiah or the Christ. This is understandable enough since there 

were diverse messianic expectations within first-century 

Judaism.  Many expected a royal militaristic figure who would 

drive out the occupiers and restore Israelôs status as an 

independent nation. Jesus, as Godôs messiah, refuses the way of 

violent action. His way is to be true to his mission of bringing 

Godôs empire, even if it brings the most intense personal 

suffering. Peter refuses to accept a suffering Messiah. He is 

severely reprimanded for his refusal and basically told to get out 

of the way, to get back to where a disciple should be, namely 

behind Jesus, following  him, and not in front obstructing the 

path. 

The bitter experience in recent years of conflicts in Afghanistan 

and Iraq should make us wary of accepting militaristic messiahs. 

In our times, to know and follow Jesus as the Christos or 

Messiah is to seek and support more moderate and lasting 

responses to perceived injustice. It is to listen to the wisdom of 

those with insight and experience, to calculate with the utmost 

care the consequences of violent reactions to the problems in our 

world, in contemporary society, and in our homes. That may well 

involve hard work, personal misunderstanding, physical and 

emotional trauma or, in other words, it may mean ólosing oneôs 

lifeô for the sake of the gospel. It certainly calls for profound 

trust in the saving power of God. Over the next few weeks, the 

Sunday gospel will call us into the ways of respect, of 

commitment, and of peaceful negotiation, to ever deeper insight 

into the ways of the anointed messenger of Godôs empire. 

-Veronica Lawson RSM 

MMIINNIISSTTEERRSS  RROOSSTTEERRSS  TTHHIISS  WWEEEEKKEENNDD::  

READERS  
6.00 pm   9.00 am.           5.00 pm 
M. Wellington C. & P. Mc Ervale M. Tobin 

SPECIAL MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST 
(Only three people required for the time being) 
6.00 pm   9.00 am.          5.00 pm                            
P. Kelleher R. Byra  E. Mazza 
M. Mc Donald F. Chiavone M. Towns 
K. Quinlan T. Chiavone K. Towns 
B. Weightman G. Scopacasa G. Raiti 
M. Henderson M. Scopacasa C. Mc Ervale 
M. Roper  B. Dolence  
S. Tisler  F. Flinn   

COUNTING TEAM 
Team 1 Gerry Lavery 50211918 

FOR THE DURATION OF THE SWINE FLU CRISIS, Following advice 
given to the Bishops, WE WILL NOT DRINK FROM THE CHALICE AT 
OUR MASSES. 

NNEEXXTT  WWEEEEKKEENNDD  MMIINNIISSTTEERRSS  RROOSSTTEERRSS::  

SPECIAL MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST 
6.00 pm  9.00 am  5.00 pm 
K. Girke  L. De Lesi  W. Finn 
S. Girke  K. Mapapalangi T. Finn 
L. Roden  T. Panuccio P. Cox 
J. De Jong  D. Brown  M. Ransome 
H. De Jong P. O’Donnell F. Virgona 
M. Capogreco F. Carbone  
L. Gooch  A. Chalkley  

READERS  
M. Towns  P. O’Donnell M. Ransome 

COUNTING TEAM  
Team 2  Joe De Jong 5023 7802 

MUSIC 
N. Armsden Pacific Islanders M. Sullivan            
Filipino Choir   J. Ljubic  

LLAASSTT  WWEEEEKK’’SS  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONNSS::  

Priest’s Support – (1
st

 Collection)   $1,288.00 
Envelopes (2

nd
 Collection)            $2,241.00 

Loose Plate          $    421.25 

 

ADVERTISING IN THE BULLETIN . 

Parishioners are to be asked if they would be 

happy to sponsor the bulletin by paying $25 

advertising their business on the weekly 

Bulletin (average 500 copies, one advertisement per week).  

The advertisement would be Business card size. Please 

contact the parish office if interested 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members:  

Fr. Tom Brophy 50212872, Terry Murphy 50233056,  

Sr. Rosemary Graham 50231841, Fr. Matt Thomas 50212872, 

Mary Gobbo 50234621, Jean Rocca 50237561, Brian Grogan 

50212099, Cornelia Conway-Weel 50234567, Peter O’Donnell 

0429104225, Lys Crowe 50212872/50234567, Rini Op’t Hoog 

50230941, Therese Thanh-Khuong Post 0437 100547. 

 


